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CONF/AG(2025)REC5

Explanatory note on the Recommendation 
« For a permanent Platform for Ongoing Interreligious and Interconvictional 

Dialogue within the Council of Europe »

adopted by the Conference of INGOs on 15 October 2025

I. General context

European societies are undergoing a period of profound change: the risk of social 
disintegration and fragmentation is growing in the face of the numerous threats, 
such as climate change, attacks on democracy, populism, challenges to the rule of 
law and the place of international law, armed conflicts and hybrid wars.

II. Observations and Concerns

The rise of fanaticism, religious and political extremism, as well as hate speech 
and rejection of difference undermines democracy and peace in Europe. The 
erosion of social cohesion, the climate of intolerance and the threat of exclusion 
deepen divisions within European societies.

III. References and Foundations

The need for interreligious and interfaith dialogue has been reiterated on several 
occasions:

- Recommendation 1962 (2011) of the Parliamentary Assembly on the religious 
dimension of intercultural dialogue;

- Recommendation 1975 (2011) “Living together in 21st-century Europe”;
- Resolution 2076 (2015) “Freedom of religion and living together in a 

democratic society”;
- Recommendation 2080 (2015) calling for intensified Council of Europe action 

against fanaticism and extremism;
- Work of the Conference of INGOs, such as “Human Rights & Religions” (2015) 

and “Educating for intercultural dialogue, living together in Europe” (2017)
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IV. Need for a Permanent Platform

Ten years after Recommendation 2080, the urgency has increased. A formal and 
permanent platform is essential to:

- Strengthen relationships between the Council of Europe, religious and belief 
representatives, and civil society;

- Prevent polarisation and extremism;
- Promote positive, inclusive dialogue based on equality;
- Enhance societal resilience against hate speech and stereotypes.

V. Objectives of the Recommendation

The recommendation calls for:
1. Engaging the Parliamentary Assembly in establishing the Permanent Platform;
2. Actively cooperating with the Assembly and its committees to define realistic 

modalities;
3. Including the initiative among the Council of Europe’s strategic priorities, in line 

with the plan, “Building a new democratic pact for Europe” (2025);
4. Submitting the recommendation to the relevant bodies (PACE, Committee of 

Ministers, Congress of Local and Regional Authorities).

VI. Conclusion

Interreligious and interconvictional dialogue is not optional – it is essential for 
preserving democracy and peace in Europe. The establishment of a permanent 
platform is a concrete tool to strengthen our societies and reinforce the Council of 
Europe’s commitment to human rights, democracy and the rule of law.
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